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, THE FOUNDING OF SAN FRANCISCO
ON THE RIO PUERCO: A DOCUMENT
LARRY LOPEZ

IN

1753, on behalf of twelve families from Albuquerque, Bernabe
Manuel Montafio applied for a grant of land on:the Rio Puerco, a
northern tributary of the Rio Grande; The lands on which they
then lived, he explained, provided such little sustenance that they
were reduced to working for Indians in order-to make ends' meet. 1
In those days the Rio Puerco-now'an ugly 'gash in a barren )
plain-ran through a lush, rich, and fertile valley. The area
abounded .J.~-.:belh~-high g'rasses, and vast bosques, wooded
thickets,_gi~~e:y'~~h~r~:~"The flood plaTii'ofthe Puerco was
broad and flat, and when the river swelled with spring run-off, it
overran 'its shallow banks and co~ere(Ftli~entire vaHey a few
inches deep. The dirty, waters, for which the river was named,
were 10adeawitliliiieslltand"nuFrlentsTrotn-rrieir sources in· the
Nacimiento Mount~ns. Numerous lakes dotted the valley, and it
was renowned for its innumera:J51e springs. When Diego de Vargas
crossed the iiver.TilHierilte seventeenth century, 'he remarked that
the water wassodeeQ tnC!t his_soldiers.:.had to carry their provisions on their shoulders. 3 '
The grant was approved by governor Tomas Velez Cachupin
who named it Nuestra Senora de La Luz de San Fernando y San
Bias, but it was' popularly known as the Montafio, grant. Velez
Cachupin gave the first settlers very specific instructions on how
to construct their town for effeCtive defense,4 and within a decade
almost the entire Rio Puerco watershed had been parceled out in
grants. s
The granted area had long been Navajo country, occupied especially by the Cebolleta NavajOS. This group of Indians, although
they had refused conversion to Christianity for many decades, got
0028-6206/80/0100-0071 $00,80/0
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along tolerably well with the original Spanish settlers. 6 But in the
mid-eighteeilth century, pressure from the Utes forced northern
Navajos toward the south. Cebolleta Mesa, at the foot of Mt.
Taylor, became a refuge, and the ingr~Jl2ing.population exerted
tremEt.n.dQULPI:eSl)!ue on availabIe resOUr·ces';.~.lfi)"'''hlake·-ina tters
worse, the ever-encroaching Spanish occupation of the watershed
compounded the uncomfortable situation to the point where something had. to give.
Warfare exploded. It became a war of attrition, and one by one
the ranchos and settlements of the Rio Puerco were abandoned. 7
The· Spanish withdrew to the greater safety of the Rio Grande
Valley after two decades on the Puerco. 8
The valley remained abandoned by Spanish settlers until the
coming of the Americans. When Lt. J. W. Abert visited the valley
in 1846, he found only a pile of adobe ruins where San Fernando
used toh~,.:,:.poblaci6n, " the natives tried to explain 'tohfm:-"settlement." He named the spot Poblazon. 9
In the meantime the Navajos and the Spanish had made peace
and remained fairly tolerant of each other. But the Indians
jealously guarded their rights to the watershed, and Hispanic
authorities respected these rights. 10
When the United States arrived, the government took on the
burden of protecting the settled inhabitants against their nomadic
neighbors. At the same time, the treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo
guaranteed the legitimacy of original land grants. Unfamiliar with
the new way of doing things, the Indians, after a brief interlude,
went on the warpath. Americans, however, were armed with the
latest technological advances and with the vision of Manifest
Destiny. The outcome was never in doubt.
As the Navajos came under increasing control of the American
troops, settlers began .trickling back into the Puerco Valley to
reclaim their old sod. By 18~O a handful had se.!!}ed just north of
the ruil)s of San Fernando, and they named their town Los
Duranes because most of the-residents were surnamed Duran. II
Resettlement, .however, did not begin in earnest until 1866, as the
document below indicates.
Leaders of the 1866 colonization effort were Francisco Armijo y
Perea and Damaso (or Damacio) Chavez. Armijo was a true
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patron, a veritable rico. He was fifty-one at the time and owned
more than $ 15,000 in personal property. He was one of the few
persons who could read and write; even rarer, his wife Josefa was
also literate. Chavez was also well-ta-do but not as rich as Armijo.
He was thirty-two at the time and was also literate. 12
-The village was ~l!~.!'edaround asp-ring of water c~lled El
Ojito del Rio Puerco and was.-rrame_dJ.or-the-patron saint of Ar~
mijo:San Francisco XavierY Land was immediately parceled out
to the colonizers. 14 By 1870, of the more than fifty families that
settled there, only forty-one remained, forming a comml.;lnity of
180 persons. The others had drifted up the valley to repopulate
other.abancloned sites. IS By so doing, under the stipulations of the
colonization, they lost all rights to the Montano grant, and suits
were later filed to enforce these provisions. 16 The village itself soon
began electing its commissioners to replace the arbitrary authority
of the two early leaders. These two, .however, were usually
members of the commission. I 7
When the Surveyor Ge!!..~!.al visited the area in 1886, the Montano grant had two other s~s,-SailIgrufctoand Guadalupe. 1S Eventually,Jio.w.eY..er., ffie_e.Y..er:..d.e.ep.e.illQg arroyo of the Rio
Puerco and_the_illl);!Ossibili!y- of damming-the-ragIngstream killed
the vill~g~s all the way to San Luis, a few miles south of Cuba. Of
the more th;n~ dozen thr!vi!l.gsommYiiliie~'~1Y San-Luis remains ali~e"'itself~--sad, deca):'ing relic, a r~inder of wliat was
-once a ~~Iley oft~~~end~~~ pr~:mise.
This document illustrates the return of the Hispanic New Mexicans to the Rio Puerco after an absense of nearly a hundredyears.
Evidently convinced that American strength would protect them
from the Indians, these settlers began to resettle abandoned land
grants. In organizing. their settlement, they were using concepts
developed during Spanish times and incorporating them into the
legal practices of their new government. Spanish influences are
evident in the settlers being previously organized, their movement
as a group, and their following the stipulation that abandonment
of the. land meant loss of all future rights. The American penchant
for recording all agreements on paper, f9rmalized and notarized,
is demonstrated in the wording and in the very existence of the
document.
:
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Although the charter was drafted and signed in 1866, it was riot
registered at the Bernalillo County courthouse until April 1881.
The reasons for this fifteen-year interval are not clear, but perhaps
registration occurred when' the federal government renewed ef"
forts to confirm the old Spanish and Mexican land grants.
The document has been translated from the original deed in the
Bernalillo County Deed Records, Book 0, page 52, State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe, New Mexico. A microfilm copy is
on file at the Bernalillo County courthouse. I have retained the
spelling and punctuation of the original, even though these may
not conform to contemporary usage.
[The Document of Colonization]
11 November 1866:
Herewith is a list of the colonization proposed now on the Rio puerco
by Francisco Armijo y Perea and Damaso Chavez. The following are the
land owners [poseedores].
.
Fernando Armijo y Aragon
Tomas Montoya
Jose de la Luz Garcia
FranCO Gutierrez
An to Jose Gonzales
Juan Lucero
Jesus Maria Martin
Antonio Gonzales
[L]uis Gonzales
Juan Cordova
,Jose Sandoval
Jose Benito Griego
Juan Jose Lucero
Jose Dolores Garcia
Bitoriano Sandoval
Alfoncita Sena
FranCO [c;]utierrez
Bitoriano Montoya
Marcos Martin
Jose Chavez
Gregorio Lopez'
Jose Tenorio
Juan Jose Cordova
Lion Montoya .
Jesus Sandoval
Jose Lion Santillanez' .
JoseManuel Santillanes
Julian Gallego
Miguel Lucero
Diego An to Montoya
Salvador Gallego
Juan Montoya
Domingo Cordova
Manuel Gutierrez
PolinioCordova
Jesus Gutierrez
Felipe Martin
Juan Xaramillo
Salvador Gonzales
Jose Chavez
FranCO Salsedo
Trinidad Armijo
Longini~ Gallegos
Rumaldo Lucero
Diego Lucero
Juan Montoya, 2 0
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Diego Martines
Cristoval Martin
Manuel Jaramillo
Nestor Jaramillo·
Domingo Griego
Simon Lovato
Tiburcio Griego
Luis Camillo
Manuel Perea
Jesus Perea.
Jose Leandro Garcia
Jesus Garcia
Jose Armijo y Perea
Teodero Armijo y Perea
Bartolo Garcia
Pedro Armijo y Perea

. Polinario Santillanes
Juan Cristoval Aranda
Basilio Martin '
Juan de Dios Armijo.
Secundino Martin'
Juan Armijo y Jaramillo
Territory of New Mexico, County
of Bernalillo; formalized [protocolado) in my office for· the
Register today, first of April A.D.
1881, at 8 A.M. and registered in
the book of documents letter "0"
page 52. Witness my hand and
seal today 1. of April A.D. 1881.
Scribe.

Territory of New Mexico
County of Bernalillo
Ord~nance compiled by Don Francisco A;mijo an9 Da~asio [Damaso)
Chavez, leaders in· the possession made by them at the Sitio del rio
puerco on November 18, 1866, as well as conditions and rules. Entrance
was given to the undersigned citizens to this claim. Conditions are· the
following:
.
.
1. Every person h~s entered v9luntarily into this ordinance and· is by
this obligated to respect orders issued, by the above-named leaders,
whatever be ordered to the undersigned by them or their officials.
2. Work will begin on November 27, 1866. Everyone h~.p"~!,m~~ion
to use thQ~e]QgsJlecessary· to construct his house from cottonwoods' on
the .rio ~erco, by c~cession ofthe le;d):e::r=s-.-.--'-.- - - - - - ·3. Any person or persons included in the first section are by this
obligated to lend all services which is ordered them for labor. Whoever
fails to do so when he is notified to go to w()rk, or with intent to upsetthe
order, or to circumvenf it, is by this excluded from any rights in the
.
claim.
4. Hereby any person or persons have permission to enter with the object of obtaining the right to farm land which has been divided among
all in equal parts and which they have already received.
5. Be it understood that each and· everyone is obligated to lend any aid
which may be necessary and to pay in money whatever it may cost when
the land is surveyed by the Surveyor General, each whatever is his share.
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He who fails to do so, or is not willing to pay this money as well as other
costs that may be necessary for the survey is, by this fact, understood to
lose his right without appeal whatsoever.
6. Be it also understood that by these [rules] they are obligated to go
and claim and to live in said claim and whosoever does not wish to go
and live in said claim and to construct a house wherever he is ordered by
the above-named leaders, shall lose their rights.
7. Be it also understood that each and everyone is by this·[agreement]
obligated to remain there for the period of four or five years, according
to a law of Congress, until we have received our lawful land grant. From
this time forward no person or persons have the right to sell [the land],
mortgage it, or to alienate it in any manner, but only to enjoy it himself
or, in case of his death, his children who may colonize it· and remain
there in place of the father. Whoever fails and breaks the provisions of
this act herewith specified, will lose his rights without appeal whatsoever.
8. Each and all w'ill have the right to sell or do whatever they wish
when the period designated by law will have been completed and the
land grant is in our hands, in our possession. It is understood that when
they do acquire the right to sell or otherwise dispose of their property,
they may sell only the net amount which has been documented to them
by the leaders.
9. No person or persons shall have the right to a substitute. Whoever
wishes to put a substitute in his place is excluded' from the rights, and
neither the one nor the other will be admitted because only the leaders
have the right to fill vacancies and to allow entrance to whomever they
wish andno other person does so. (conclusion) .
Know you all by these present[conditions], that we, the undersigned,
agree to .all the rules of the present ordinance: and we approve them
under oath, and we subject ourselves to.all its requirements stipulated
herein. For its greater validation force, we subject ourselves to being
sworn under the present ordinan~e which we have approved, under a
law execut~d by us, the undersigned, without appeal whatsoever, and in
witness ofwhichwe request the Justice of the Peace to authorize the present law arid ordinance and to place on it his seal. Approved on October
4,1866..
Approved by the leaders: Francisco Armijoy Perea
'.
.Damaso Chavez
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Territory of New Mexico
County of Bernalillo
I, Mariano Armijo, Justice of the Peace of Atrisco precinct No.9, certify that all the rules that are within, written in the present regulation,
[as well] as in the agreement, and the wills of all the undersigned, as
recorded ~n a list on which are all the names of all those who have
agreed, in such-manner did it come before me and I certify it in my office
at Atrisco, on this the lith day of March, AD 1867.
Mariano Armijo (Seal)
Justice of the Peace
Territory of New Mexico
County of Bermilillo
Formalized in my office for the register today the first day of March
[sic], AD 1881 at 8 AM and registered in the book of documents "0"
page 53,54, and 55. Witness my hand and official seal today the 1st day
of April 1881. (seal)
Melchior Winces
Scribe and ex officio Registrar

NOTES
I. U.S., Bureau of Land Management, Surveyor General's Reports, New Mexico Land Grants, Records of Private Land Claims Adjudicated by .the U.S.
Surveyor General, 1855-1890, Case No. 49, File No. 93, Reel 18. Original
housed at the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, Santa Fe; microfilm of
originals, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico (UNM).
2. George Hammond and Agapito Rey, Don Juan de Onate, Colonizer of New
Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico, 1953). Ona!!: called the Rio
Puerco "La Torriente de los AlaWQs" because of its many cottonwoods and
abundant water. See also KirK Bryan, "Historic Evidence on Changes in the
Channel of the Rio Puerco, a Tributary of the Rio Grande in New Mexico," Journal of Geology 36 (May 1928):265-282. See also Bernalillo County, Deed Record
Book (BCR), State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe, Book 2, page 5. In a
request for a grant on the Rio Puerco made on April 28, 1768, a "Bosque
Grande" is mentioned that extended several leagues from the Montano Grant to
the C:erro Colorado, now south of Highway 1-40. (This area was later to become
part of the Atrisco grant.) Surveyor General's Reports, Case No. 49, mentions
many rah;s in the area.
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3. Governor de Vargas states: "I arrived with said force at . . . the Rio
Puerco and because the ford is so deep, it was necessary to carry the provisions
on men's shoulders. . . ." Ralph Twitchell, Leading Facts of New Mexican
History,S vols. (Cedar Rapids, Iowa: The Torch Press, ,1917), 5:29.
4 .. Surveyor General's Reports, Case No. 49..
5. Some of these grants are to befound in Surveyor General's Reports, Case
No. 97, Reel 22; Case No. 100, Reel 22; Case No. 34, Reel 36; Case No. 99, Reel
22.
6. "Informe sobre las Misiones de laCebolleta, y Encinal, y sus
acaecimi[en]tosen este afio de 1750," A.G.N., Historia, Tomo 25, Expediente
No.3, fo!' 341 V (facsimile copy available at Zimmerman Library, UNM).
7. Frank D. Reeve, "Navaho-Spanish Diplomacy, 1770-1790," New Mexico
Historical Review 35 Uuly 1960):210.
8. Ralph Twitchell, The Spanish Archives of New Mexico, 2 vols. (Cedar
Rapids, Iowa: The Torch Press, 1914),2:90-92, item 277.
9. James William Abert, "Report of Lieut. J. W. Abert of his Examination of
New Mexico, in the Years 1846-'47," U.S. 'Congress, House Executive Document
No. 41, 30th Cong., 1st sess., 1848, pp: 466-67.
10. New Mexico Archives, Documents, Afio de 1808, Archive No. 2105. Expediente Nos. 3-4. These numbers follow those of Twitchell, The Spanish Archives,
2:520.
11. United States, Department of the Interior, Population Schedules of the
Eighth Census of the United States, 1860: New Mexico, Bernalillo County, Los
Duranes (National Archives microfilm, Microcopy No. 653, available at Zimmerman Library, UNM).
12. United States, Department of the Interior, Population Schedules of the
Ninth Census of the United States, 1870: New Mexico, Bernalillo County, Town
of San Francisco, household #11 (National Archives microfilm, Microcopy No.
593, available at Zimmerman Library, UNM).
13. BCR, Book "M," p. 16i.
14. BCR, Book "M," p. 463; BCR, Book "0," pp. 55,57.
15. Ninth U.S. Census, 1870.
16. BCR, Book "0," pp.55, 56.
17. HCR, Book "M," p. 161.
18. Surveyor General's Reports, Case No. 47.

